
Anne Patterson is a multitalented visual artist who has produced varied works: from large 
scale installations in Boston and San Francisco to technologically advanced performances 
such as Mercury Soul at New World Symphony in Miami and installations for symphonies 
across the country. Diagnosed with the neurological condition synesthesia, Anne literally 
sees music. Her work is inspired by the shapes and colors she envisions in response to 
particular musical compositions. 

Anne was the 2013 Artist-in-Residence at Grace Cathedral in San Francisco, where her mu-
sic inspired installation, Graced With Light, consisted of nearly 20 miles of multihued ribbons 
cascading from the cathedral’s vaulted ceiling arches. 

Anne’s installations have been displayed in Boston (125 High Street), New York (WhiteBox) 
and San Francisco (Grace Cathedral). She has exhibited her paintings and sculpture at Dillon 
Gallery, Denise Bibro, and Wallspace in New York City, The Shaw Room and Gallery 112 in 
Atlanta, GA and the Cade Tompkins Projects in Providence, RI. Upcoming projects include 
an installation for The Ringling Museum and a solo show of her sculpture and paintings at 
The Alfstad Gallery both in Sarasota FL in Fall 2016 and an installation at Christ Church Ca-
thedral in Cincinnati to debut in April 2017 .
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  Graced With Light - The Ribbon Project
Graced With Light, is a stunning, music-inspired installation that incorporated Grace Cathe-
dral’s vaulted ceiling arches and nearly 20 miles of ribbon. Patterson envisioned a series of 
light pathways, connecting heaven and earth, manifest as ribbons. The ribbons carry our 
prayers, dreams and wishes skyward, and in turn, grace streams down the ribbons to us.

The Ribbon Project was picked by Instagram as an Art Thursday project and got over half 
million 'likes'. There have been more than 25 articles, blogs and interviews regarding the proj-
ect.  The work has been included in two design books.

The work was assembled in three phases, each engaging the community. The surrounding 
blue and green ribbons were installed first followed by the red ribbons which contained mes-
sages written by the community. Two performances were presented as part of the installa-
tion.

Cellist Joshua Roman performed at the opening of the first phase of the installation - the blue 
and green ribbons. His performance was accompanied by Patterson’s  theatrical installation 
of lighting and theater magic. At the conclusion of Roman’s world premiere for solo cello, a 
100’ long silk panel dropped Kabuki style behind him.

Phase two involved the larger community of Grace Cathedral.
Each piece of red ribbon plays a special part in the installation. Visitors to the church wrote 
their dreams, prayers and wishes on the the top ends of ribbons before they were hung from 
the arches in the center of the installation. 

Phase three of Graced With Light – The Ribbon Project opened with a special concert, State 
of Grace. Patterson directed the production, which included video imagery by Adam Larsen, 
a new musical composition by Paul Haas, and performances by the Grace Cathedral Choir 
of Men and Boys and an orchestra. By projecting the video directly on the ribbons and 12 
floating string panels the audience was literally immersed in the musical and visual experi-
ence of the performance.











The Light Between
The Light Between is a permanent installation in 125 High 
St Boston. Composed of 7 miles of aluminum ribbon, each 
strand of metal was shaped by hand before being suspend-
ed in the interior skylit atrium. 

Constructed out of thin aluminum wire, Patterson created 
The Light Between to heighten the natural light in the man-
made space of 125 High Street in Boston.

“The abundant light pouring through the skylights moved 
me to harness and enhance it,” says Patterson. “I wanted to 
make this light tangible, bringing its joy and energy down to 
the ground level of the building.”

The red ribbons at the center represent the warm sun, the 
blue and turquoise ribbons the sky, and the silver ribbons 
twinkling about at the edges are the stars.

Each floor enjoys a different experience of the installation. As 
one moves up and gets closer to the source of light-the sun 
the sky and the stars– our relationship to and observation of  
the source changes.  

The reflection of light on the aluminum ribbons invites the 
viewer to look up and take in the color and life above them, 
or in the case of the upper floors, across from them. 







Mysterium Novum
Mysterious Novum was an immersive art installation and concert experience inspired by 
synesthesia, a neurological phenomenon where stimulation of one sense involuntarily triggers 
another. Designed to simulate the synesthetic experience, Mysterium Novum combined rib-
bon, sculpture, scents, costume, and music to sold out audiences in June 2016.





Heralding
A corporate commission by The Tribune Media Company, Patterson was asked to create a 
sculpture inspired by Handel’s Messiah.



Tandem Dancer
Patterson was commissioned by a private client to create Tandem Dancer. The two strands 
of wire danced along the wall suspended 5” of the wall’s surface from almost invisible thin 
brass rods.



Mercury Soul
Mercury Soul was created for a 
concert at New World Symphony 
in Miami. Patterson’s paintings 
were turned into giant animated 
projections that ringed the perfor-
mance space and interacted with 
the musicians.





Creation
Creation was an installation for 
the Atlanta Symphony and includ-
ed projections.

Patterson created a mobile of 
hanging shards to represent her 
concept of “creation”. Projected 
imagery completed the installa-
tion for this concert of Haydn’s 
oratorio.



Le Martyre de St Sebastien
Patterson created this installation and directed the performance of Le Martyre de St Sebastien, per-
formed by the San Francisco Symphony. The installation consisted of set design, projected video, 
lighting and costumes for the 6 singers. 


