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For Immediate Release: 
  

BRUNA STUDE: Shark Fin Soup Opens  
Third Art Season at Alfstad& Contemporary  
  
Internationally Renown Ocean Photographer  
Drops Anchor in Sarasota 
 
Opening Reception: October 1, 2015 | Thursday, 5:30-8:00pm 

Exhibition Dates: October 2 - 30, Tuesday-Saturday, 11:00-5:00pm 
  

Sarasota, FL, September 28, 2015 -- Alfstad& Contemporary presents BRUNA 
STUDE: Shark Fin Soup, the inaugural show of its third season. In the work, the 
internationally recognized ocean photographer Bruna Stude invites viewers on a 
sublime journey under and through the water, and at the same time challenges 
them to consider exactly is what is being lost, particularly sharks, which a recent 
National Geographic article claimed are being killed at the rate of 100 million per 
year – to make soup in China.  

Shark Fin Soup features mesmerizing photographs that capture images of the 
ocean in a seemingly infinite number of ways in Stude’s signature formats of 
platinum and palladium prints using a minimal palette of silver, black and white. 
“When I photograph the ocean, I try to capture the magnificence of what is 
common and universal about it,” she explains. “By illuminating the extraordinary, 
I want to create awareness and inspire reverence.”  
 
The title of the show, and accompanying installation, references the Chinese 
delicacy that has brought an entire species to the brink of extinction, and 
captures the essence of what is wrong with how homo sapiens relate to the 
natural environment. Each hand-printed, yellow-and-red block print represents 
one day of the year, cataloged with the number of sharks killed that day, ending 
on December 31st with a count of 100,000,000.  
 
"Not only is Bruna’s art beautiful in a uniquely haunting way,” says Sam Alfstad, 
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“it delivers an emotional message about the ocean’s waters and aquatic life that 
will move anyone who cares about our planet today.” 

Stude has spent most of her life working and living at sea. Over two decades 
searching the oceans for images of marine life, she created intimate portraits of 
fish, sharks and coral reefs. All that changed in 2008 when she went on a shoot 
to Honduras to photograph whale sharks. “We went out every day for 10 days,” 
she says, “and didn’t see one shark.”  
 
When Stude photographs the ocean now, too often she finds void and damage, 
human footprints where there should be no mark. “That is why I photograph 
empty oceans,” she states. “Looking up from only a few inches below the surface 
I see cities, I see only what man has created.” 
 
Stude uses her camera to create light-drawings, location photograms. The water, 
light and marine inhabitants are her brushes and palette. The contour lines 
created by these elements subtly shift viewer’s emotions in unexpected, 
meditative ways. 
 
“You start losing color once you’re deep in the water,” Stude says. “So, basically 
I’m photographing the texture, the light. I love anything monochromatic, and have 
always tried to gain inspiration from – and focus on – the beauty of the ocean.” 
 
Opening Night Reception: Oct 1, Thursday, 5:30-8:00pm  
Public invited: Hors d'oeuvres, pastries and wine. 
Show Dates: Oct 2 – Oct 30, Daily: Tues - Sat, 11:00-5:00pm 
Alfstad& Contemporary is located at 1419 5th Street, Sarasota, Florida, 34236.  
 
About the Artist 
Bruna Stude was born and raised in the port town of Split on the Dalmatian 
Coast in the 1960s, and she was given her first 35 mm camera at age of ten. 
After graduating from the Law University in Split, and working for several years 
as a reporter, she left Croatia in 1987 to pursue a life at sea.   
 
Stude soon found that photography gave her a new identity as a participant in the 
life and rhythms of the sea. She also discovered the techniques to express her 
creative sense and impulses.   
 
As a freelance artist and photographer for Omni Photo Communications, New 
York, Stude circumnavigated the globe many times, often pausing for months in 
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remote areas, accessible only by water. These voyages enabled her to explore 
the ocean as a photographic subject. In 2002, she found her home on the island 
of Kauai in Hawaii, where the songs of whales fill the ocean in winter. 
 
Stude’s work can be found in public and private collections in Europe, Asia and 
the United States. She has also shown in solo and group exhibitions in Paris and 
throughout the USA, including New York, Los Angeles, Atlanta, Hawaii and 
Sarasota.  
  

#   #   # 
About Alfstad& Contemporary 
Founded in 2013, Alfstad& Contemporary explores new ways to produce 
art, collaborate with artists and promote multidimensional art exhibitions. Its goal 
is to reimagine how to make and market art, and create an art brand recognized 
worldwide. The Alfstad& Contemporary art space and production facility is 
located at 1419 5th Street, Sarasota, Florida, 34236 and alfstadand.com.  
 
Contact 
Gary Galati 
gary@alfstadand.com 
cell 347-804-1526 
main 941-366-6400 
1419 5th Street 
Sarasota, FL 34236 
www.alfstadand.com 

	  


