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New Art Exhibition 

Félix de la Concha: Hermitage Artist Intrigue 
 
Opening Reception: Friday, March 6, 4:00 – 8:00pm  
FREE to Public, Wine and Hors d’oeuvres 

Exhibition Dates: March 7 – March 27 ´ 
Tuesday – Saturday, 11:00 – 5:00pm 

 

Sarasota, FL – Spanish master-artist Félix de la Concha unveils recently completed 

paintings, created during his six-week residency at the prestigious Hermitage Artist 
Retreat in Englewood, Florida. Exhibited at Alfstad& Contemporary, Hermitage Artist 
Intrigue is comprised of 12 oil-on-linen paintings showing different aspects of one of the 
five artists’ buildings of the Hermitage, plus one painting done from its interior. “I became 
absorbed by my surroundings at the Hermitage,” says de la Concha. “My creativity was 
fueled by the natural beauty and serenity of the Hermitage grounds – the "old Florida" 
structures, the trees, the water and the waves.” 
 
World renowned for his paintings always done on site, de la Concha’s work explores the 
relationship between images and reality. “Though the subject doesn’t move, the world 
around it does – the sunlight, clouds, shadows,” he says.  
 
“To most people, buildings look the same day-after-day,” de la Concha says. “To me, 
they are continually changing – and in the most profound way.” His work at the 
Hermitage provides viewers with an evolution of creativity as seen from various views, 
by an artist keenly attuned to the nuances of light and shadow and subtle color shifts.  
 
“I had no preconceived idea of what I would create while I was there. I became inspired. 

It was beautiful – no limitations, all possibilities.” 
 
“Anyone who loves the beaches and surf-infused light of Southwest Florida will be 

intrigued by Félix de la Concha’s canvases,” says Sam Alfstad. “Each painting glows.” 

 
Also showing at Alfstad& Contemporary is Devil's Swamp: Paintings, Constructions, 
Serigraphs, Drawings & Videos by three-time Hermitage resident artist, Michael 
Wyshock. Influenced by the impact and aftermath of Hurricane Katrina on New Orleans, 
Devil’s Swamp features five never-before-seen, large-scale paintings and constructions, 
mid-size drawings, animation and videos and a series of prints created in collaboration 
with Alfstad& Contemporary.  
 

Opening Night for Félix de la Concha: Hermitage Artist Intrigue is March 6th from 4:00 -

8:00pm. The exhibition is free and runs through March 27th at Alfstad& Contemporary.  



 
 

More About Félix de la Concha: 
Félix de la Concha was born in León, Spain, in 1962. From 1981 to 1985, he studied at 
the Facultad de Bellas Artes in Madrid. In 1989, he was awarded the prestigious Prix de 
Rome at the Academia de Bellas Artes and lived and worked in Rome until 1994. While 
there, he created large-scale works including Nine Months in Donna Olympia, The 
Cypress at the Circus Maximus, and A Promenade at Doria Pamphili, all of which have 
been exhibited in museums around the world. 

  
In 1995, he moved to the United States. He has had solo exhibitions in the Carnegie 
Museum of Art in Pittsburgh, The Frick Art and Historical Center in Pittsburgh, Columbus 
Museum of Art, Hood Museum of Art, and his work Fallingwater en Perspectiva has 
been a tour exhibition. 
 
His monumental collection, One a Day; 365 Views of the Cathedral of Learning is on 
permanent display at the Old Masonic Temple in Pittsburgh, and The Last Supper, a 
work created in 2000, with his large series on Fallingwater are installed at Pittsburgh’s 
David L. Lawrence Convention Center. Other shows have been at Museo de Bellas 
Artes in Santander, Museo del Chopo in México, D.F., Centro Cultural La Recoleta in 
Buenos Aires, and Rómulo Gallegos in Caracas. Another of his most important works, 
Panorama WBZ, is installed at the University of St.Gallen in Switzerland. 
 
Mr. de la Concha currently lives in Madrid and Iowa City. 

About the Hermitage Artist Retreat:  

The Hermitage is a not-for-profit artist retreat located at 6660 Manasota Key Road in 
Englewood, FL.  It invites accomplished painters, sculptors, writers, playwrights, poets, 
composers and other artists from all over the world for residencies on its beachfront 
historic campus. Artists are asked to contribute two services to the community during 
their stay and as a result, Hermitage artists touch thousands of Gulf Coast community 
residents with unique and inspiring programs each year. In addition, the Hermitage 
awards and administers the prestigious Greenfield Prize, an annual $30,000 commission 
for a new work of art, rotating among three disciplines: visual art, music and drama. The 
Hermitage also partners with the Aspen Music Festival and School to award the annual 
Hermitage Prize to a composition student during the Festival. For more information 
about The Hermitage Artist Retreat, call 941-475-2098 or visit the website at 
www.HermitageArtistRetreat.org.  
 
About Alfstad& Contemporary: 

Alfstad& Contemporary, the newest gallery in Sarasota, exhibits emerging, mid-career 
and established contemporary artists from Sarasota and around the world. The mission 
of Alfstad& Contemporary is to collaborate with artists, galleries and artistic 
organizations to expand creative experiences for artists and audiences alike. Located at 
1419 5th Street in the Rosemary, gallery hours are Tuesday – Saturday, 11am – 5pm. 
 
About Alfstad& Productions: 

Founded in 2013 in Sarasota, Florida, Alfstad& is exploring new ways to produce art, 
collaborate with artists and promote multidimensional art exhibitions. Its goal is to 

http://www.hermitage-fl.org/


reimagine how to make and market art, and – in the process – create an art brand 
recognized worldwide. 
 
Contact: 
Gary Galati 
gary@alfstadand.com 
cell 347-804-1526 
main 941-366-6400 
1419 5th Street 
Sarasota, FL 34236 
www.alfstadand.com 
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